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If we are concerned with nistorieal chan: u 
attend to articulate ninoritie ut these minomivie 
from a less articulate majority whose cone:cine 
this time CaN tl 
inition, leave few records 
Tie catch glimpses in moments of eri 
ots, and yet crisis is not a typ'cal 
It is tempting to follow them inte ty. archives 
culate into the archives of er’ 
both from an effort to understand the roots of social crises and his- 
torical change through an understanding of the lives of the inartio- 
ulate and from an effort to reconstruct more completely une faiwio 


of a society. 


begenning of an attempt to achieve both 


riographical 


ls for ninteenth century urban America, is 


will be a study of crime, crime rates, and crimina.s in 


w Jersey from its incorporation as a city in 1836 to the be^ 


l War, 


he study of crime is complex even,in such a rele 


ation of the number and types er 


given the condition of the nec. sary 


sary to consider the issues of + 
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ulation, the economic growth of the commun. 


extent of polarization that characterized the class structure, 


It v 


ll be necessary to fully examine these issues before going 


| 
| 
, and the rigidity and 
any further in relating crime to any social movement or in applying 


an historical test to any of the modern social theories about lower 


crime, its origins and its functions, Although it is nm 


mate intention to relate criminality to social movements of the nine- 
teenth century and to apply some of the modern social theory to the 


course of nineteenth century crime, this essay will be restricted 


in the 


an analysis of the aforementioned issues; it will place cri 
social history of nineteenth century Newark, i 


The 


rst section of the essay will consist of an economic 


demographic description of Newark during the period under study. 


1g Newark as a location and 1836-1860 as a tino core 


n proximity, arise from the nature of this study. 


) the largest metropolitan center in one of the 


leading manufact 


ew Jersey, While per 


ing regions, northern 


not as important a maaufacturing center during this period as 


towns (notably Paterson and Passaic), Newark was larger and 


~ 
» and was 


ts own right the center cf s 


ustries, especially leather goods and cl 


il import is the fact that Newark has ava 


records and other documents that simply do not exist or 


completion of the Morris 


l to the west in i 


Jersey Railroaé to the east 884, Newark becar: 


New Jersey, It does not 


hub of the distributive r ork of nor 
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do justice to the complexity of Newark to disniss the city, as is 


sometimes done, as a suburb of New York, It was a city embodying © / 


e conceptual requirements necessary to make a study of urban life, 


e, meningful, yet it is not so large as to make a study 


city unfeasible, 


Sone of the reasons for choosing the years of 1836-1 


indicated atove- the Gevelopments in transportation and in po 


Sas. Newark grew from 17,000 persons in 1836 to nearly 70,000 in 
1860, with the decade of ths, 1840's being the decade of grea pers 


centage population growth in the city's history, Growth in population 


was accompanied by growth in\commercial and industrial activity, but 


was a growth that was differentdnquality fron the indu 


of the 


enth century, What occured was not 


avion as a transportation revolution, and the re- 


was not so much the creation of an industr 


the conversion of self-employed craftsmen into 


earning w: Ts employed ‘by large merchant Capitalists, 


= especially rus of the shoe industry, the major industry 


st in crime throughout the nineteenth ce: 


nderstand this earlier period in light 


navactorizes it, apart from the more ma 


iged changes of the later nineteenth cer 


of Newark, these dates become all the more 


incorporation of Newark into a city ¿i 


= development of city services and ag 


the police, courts, and welfare 
ion the beginning of regularized record- 
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keeping. 


The first section will trace the development of the issues 


above in greater detail, as well as other related issues 


such as imigration, especially Irish and German immigration, 


1, then, will analyze the social and economic changes Newark 


undergoing during this time, locate geographically the various 


industries of the city, and locate occupation- 


/ : population groups in the various industries, - 


tion will deal directly with the volume and 


~ 
Newark during this period, the criminals, and 


ty life directly related to crime. This will 


she courts, prisons, welfare. and poor-relict 


of social unrest, relations among ethnic grou 


yeTancemovement, and the perceptions of the 


vulnerability to crime and who the criminals 


issues first became of major importance during 
ensideration, The Poor, house in Newark under- 

the 1830's, The first city ordinance 
was passed in the year of incorporation, 


organized formally in 1857. tat 


an increase in inmates from Essex County 


iod, a period during which there was almost no 


size of the police force despite immense incre 


There is also an indication of a rise in Iriss-porn 


inmates relative to American-born inma 


s (and many of these may 


have had Irish born parents), and one is at the same time 
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struck by an increase in anti-Catholic violence in Newark beginning 
in the 1830's, surounding the largely Irish construction gangs work- 


canals and railroads, ard St, Patrick's Day celebrations, One 


also struck by the organization of Native American organizations 


| 
in the 1850's and the protestations of leading Newark clergymen 


lack of church-going and excess of saloon-going by the 


» 1850's, n 7 


Irish in 


uch of the data about crime will come from primary sources, 
especially the records of the Newark Police Department, the Newark 
and Essex County Courts, and the Newark Jail and New Jersey State 


Py 


ortant also will be various governmental and 
ts and reports relating to crime and prisons, 


newspapers of the time, and the speeches and 


rgymen, 


1 probably be of sufficient depth and size 


ieted master's essay. Although it will not 


all with many of the various theorectical 


2 and criminality, or at sufficient length 


countered and perused along t 


way, They 


hip between the police and the crin 


al, 


o which lower class people (or certain groups of 


gorized as "cri 


inal types" and ther 


be arrested and prosecuted =- this to serve s 


such as providing fodder for a burgeoning criminal 


or, as is more likely, in 


to provide a 


Sor social ills, or to keep 2 potentially rebellious 


group occupied with more immediate concerns, ` Also to be considered 
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will be the relationship of criminals to popular disturbances, either Va 
as participants or as targets; the effect of economic fluctuations 

upon crime; the relationship of crime to other kinds of non-criminal 
behavior, especially the consumption of alcoholic beverages; the 


quostions of juvenile crime, transient or non-resident crime, and 


crime as a more likely charactoristic of second genoration 


cans rather than of immigrants themselves, 
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| 
Many of the primary source materials that will be necessary 


2 this study have not yet been consubted because of the scattered 


a avions of the agenci@s-under whose auspices they are stored. 


Books and Articles about Newark and New Jersey 


There are a number of late ninetecnth and early twentieth 

y wal histories of Newark, The best is Atkinson —Histccy 

zk. This beok is complete industrial and population 
s for thes period 1 1878 (cn an every ten year basis), 
e City of Newark ii 
Tnciuded in this boit are a number Of important 
her writers on specialized subjects, such as manufactures 

New Jersey: A Souvenir 
og 38 another good, two velum 
abit an over si asd siverticing brochure, but 
s, use i, especially for the numercus industries. 
sof Newark, Fuls 
‘SS Narrativo and "Descriptive 
ia; phical and G 1 

iy of 1 Nevers, and publicly published Handbook and 


becks include two volumes of 
istory of New Jersey Series, 
about end Grille 
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on in Newark 


ch is included in th 
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themselves, The 
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Ballantine 


available were Barlow Fu sch in Tren and P, 
and Scns - 100 Years of Ballantine. ARE 


Social History of Newark / a 
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sundry Ihe. = 
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y AS Seccsiet 
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documents and Primary Sources on Newark and the State 


Ba. major newspapers of the tine be used cxtensively in thi 
study. They are: Newark Daily Advertiser woe 
Sentinel of Freedcia 
Newark Mercury 
Newark Journal 
Rese Bud 
New Jersey 


tew Jersey St 
hed cone xely beginning in 1536; 
the bulk of the documentary w 
ark Police Department, the 
ark Jail, ‘he records for 
nore tney de exist are primarily 
ere are a good number cf 
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lude publications ef the New 
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stein e Roe TR was a 


sociology dealing with 
sy Inclide Dowes - 


FOE the oom 
ilegi timate Means, Anomia, 
ican Sociolos 


2: gice, 
ential Access th the Achievment 
à Barron ~ “Juvenile Bern A 


and 3 
She "gh 1954. 


